And what does the LORD GOD require of you? 

But to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly beside your God

Micah 6:8

We are gathered this evening for the Celebration of a new Ministry the Institution of Marion as your Rector. I congratulate you all on this joyful occasion.  Actually, this is in a sense.  a continuation of ministry because Marion  has been with you for some time, and you are a spiritually vibrant Congregation having been well trained and ably Shepherded by Father Tom Atamian.  

Certainly,  we are celebrating   the decision of a Parish,  a Priest and our Diocese to do Ministry together.  

The times are not only changing as the song goes – they have changed.  For this Ministry to be a successful endeavor, we need to look at the world we are living in, and then try to discern where it is God wants us to go, and what it is that God wants us to do.  The world today is vastly different from the world of December 1955 when I was ordained a Priest in the Church of God.  Our world is filled with people ignoring God and doing their own thing, worshipping the Bottom Line.  I intend to pick three examples of life – out of many - that illustrate the chaotic conditions in which so many people live today:  Religious wars, illegal drug use, and principled and unprincipled people.

On May 16, 1648, three Catholics were being pursued by a group of Protestants through the streets of Prague.  They were chased through the entrance of a large castle and fled up a flight of stairs to a tall loft in the castle’s stable.  Cornered, they leapt from the high window and landed safely on the ground below.  The Catholics said that God’s Angels carried them gently to the ground.  The Protestants grumbled that they had merely landed in a soft pile of horse manure beneath the window.  This event started the Thirty Years War, which was significant because it began as a religious war and ended as a secular war when Catholic France intervened on the side of the Protestants to annex a small portion of Germany into France. We were taught in the 1950’s that this was the end of Religious Wars.  Today, though,  most of our wars seem to have a religious component, which is indeed a great tragedy!  If Jesus wept when He heard of his friend Lazarus’ death, how must He feel to see people killing each other in the Name of God?  

Have you read about the Drug Wars in parts of Mexico?  Do people really use that many drugs?  Is it such a profitable business?  The Office of National Drug Control Policy has a chart that shows Americans spend $57 Billion dollars a year on illegal drugs!

Community organizers and leaders trained by Saul Alinski or in the Alinski method of Community Organizing are given a 1933 article by John H. Randall, Jr.  It’s titled "On the Importance of Being Unprincipled."
Granted, it’s a bit of a strange title.  Its premise is that we need to be very careful what beliefs we turn into principles, because once things are accepted as principles, we lose most, if not all of our ability to compromise. It is too easy to turn our ideas into principles that we are unwilling to reconsider. Subsequently, negotiation becomes out of the question, and unnecessary conflict often ensues. We can see it in our families, our schools, our country, our Churches, and in our world.

The article is not saying there are no principles worth upholding. It’s just suggesting that we need to very, very carefully decide what is really important!  Saul used to say that St. Paul was the Greatest Community Organizer of all time

The Conservatives and Liberals in our Church are very principled people.  So are the Republicans and Democrats in Congress.  Of course, we must have principles, and the Church has many good ones!   God made  His Church the Living Body of Christ so that we would be able to keep understanding the full breadth and depth of Holy Scripture as new knowledge and understanding cast new light upon the Scriptures.   The sum of all knowledge present in the First Century has multiplied many, many times to give us the vast treasure the world has today.  

When we don’t accept the new discoveries and understanding produced in science and the arts, we do damage to the cause of Christ and portray the Church as a Body unwilling to learn and grow with the new knowledge given us by God.  For example, the Catholic Church condemned Copernicus as a heretic for observing that the earth revolved around the Sun not the Sun around the earth.  There is no such thing as religious truth and scientific truth.  There is one Truth – God’s Truth.

  The reverse side of this coin is the children, now adults, who got no religious background or training once prayer was removed from our public schools.  They are quite unprincipled.  They helped run the Enron’s and the banks and stock brokerages that led us into the Recession.

To do Ministry, we have to know our enemy.    Knowing the types of evil prevalent in the world, helps us follow Jesus who keeps us from being enslaved by them

There is a plus to all these minuses.  "My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. I tell you         open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.  Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together.

All these negative forms of life are empty, and produce far more heartache and sadness than gladness and joy.  We all want to be loved and accepted as we are.  We long for real community and find so little of it in most of the areas in which we live.  Forget about the Church being the ruling power.  This has never worked well in history, and was never Jesus’ aim.  We are to be a vibrant, minority community incorporating the lost into our midst while challenging the evils forced upon us by persons who have never encountered the Living, Loving God! 

How are we to accomplish this?      Remember the ministries of different parishes are going to be varied according to the needs and talents of the members and the communities in which they reside.  We must constantly seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit who alone can help us shape the kind of ministry that will attract the lost sheep living all around us.  I would like to suggest an answer from the 1928 BCP.  Similar words are in our present excellent Prayer Book, but in this instance I prefer the old words:  What is your bounden duty as a member of the Church?

My bounden duty as a member of the Church is to follow Christ, to worship God every Sunday in His Church, and to work and pray and give for the spread of His Kingdom.

To follow Christ.  To follow Christ is to go to the Cross.  We live in a rough world as I have already noted.  Jesus takes us to places where we really don’t want to go because we find them so uncomfortable.

We live on a pond in Florida that is loaded with fish and ducks. Each evening I go out and feed them.  At times you can see 20 or 30 fish lined up near the bank waiting to be fed. The Blue Muscovy ducks are the friendliest, and they will walk right up to me, and take a piece of bread from my hand.  Recently a Muscovy built a nest under a bush at the side of our garage door.  She laid ten eggs in the nest, and sat on them with occasional help from the father who stayed with her most of the time.  In due time three of the eggs hatched.  The next day, mama proudly walked her three little ducklings around our house.  She had them in the water swimming.  The third day one of the little ducks was gone.  The other two survived two more days, and then the next evening they too were gone.  It is so easy to cry out to God, how could you do this to these precious little beings she had labored so hard to bring into the world.  But this little event is a reminder that we live in a sacrificial world. None of us can survive without other beings dying so that we may live.  The animals that are slaughtered for our table.  The golden, waving wheat which  is cut down and turned into flour,  The brave men and women in our armed forces who willingly risk their lives so that we have the opportunity to live in Freedom, and to use that freedom to build a better world.  Jesus who laid down His Life to pay the price for our sins.

To Worship God every Sunday in His Church:  not some Sundays, not occasional Sundays, not once in a while Sundays but Every Sunday.  Of course, we understand the sick remaining at home. We know some people have to work on Sundays, and so we provide weekday Masses for them.  Bur every Sunday is the norm where we celebrate our Community, are equipped and empowered for the week ahead, and when we give thanks to God who has incorporated us into His Body, and this fellowship.

To work and pray and give for the spread of His Kingdom   Again as noted before, ministry will be different in every Parish although the basics of the Eucharist will remain the same.  As far as giving is concerned, if every member tithed there would be no problem funding the programs planned by the Clergy  and People for their congregation and their   neighborhood.

Working means not only working on the  programs of the Church, but working on the planning and development of these programs – outreach, Evangelism, PADS, Food Pantries, cultural and social events, Understanding the needs of the area where your Church is located is also important.  Knowing who you are and knowing who lives around you are vital components in shaping your approach to your community.  So is getting to know those whom you wish to serve, and determine what they think their basic needs are. You can’t always talk people into coming to your Church.  Sometimes you can attract them by being a good neighbor.  Actions can speak louder than words!

Who are the Ministers?  You are the Ministers.  We are the Ministers.  This is why I asked for the Lesson from First Corinthians.  We are the Body of Christ and Members in particular.  Each of us has different time, different treasure  and different talents that are to be blended with those of others to create a harmonious relationship that  reaches out to those around us, and draws others in to be loved, comforted,  and fed.

All of the above actions must be undergirded by a foundation of Prayer seeking God’s Guidance and His Power to enable us. 

And how are we to do this?  That’s where the text from Micah comes in.   What does the Lord require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly beside thy God?  

The task may seem daunting – even impossible - and it would be if we were left with our own resources alone.  But we are not alone.  God is with us as we discern and try to implement His Will.  

To remind us of how hard and how easy it is to do these things, I offer a quote from “Guidewords” filled with helpful suggestions:    St.Paul reminds us that we are all Saints.  He writes to the Saints in Ephesus,  in Corinth, in Rome, New York, Chicago, and McHenry:

	Why were the saints saints? 
Because they were cheerful when it was difficult to be cheerful; patient when it was difficult to be patient. And because they pushed on when they wanted to stand still; and kept silent when they wanted to talk. And because they were agreeable when they wanted to be disagreeable.
That was all. It was quite simple, and always will be.
Miriam C. Hunter, Guidewords 


“Be not afraid.  I go before you Always Come, follow me, and I will give you rest. “   Let us follow Him as we go forth from this Service confident not of our own strength, but rather confident of His Love, His Power, and His Strength!

3

